
MapSource – Quick Guide 
 
Installing MapSource: 
 Insert the MapSource CD-ROM into your CD Drive.   
  From the START MENU, select RUN then select BROWSE.  
  Select the CD Drive then select SETUP.EXE.  
  Click the OK button.  
  Follow the menu to install the MapSource program.  
 
 The program will install in the default location  

c:\program files\garmin\mapsource.  If you want to install the program in another 
location, use the browse button to set a new path.  
Select ‘Typical’ installation.  

 
Start the MapSource program.  
From the EDIT menu, select Preferences.  Click the Position tab and select “Lat/Lon hddd.ddddd”  
as the System Defined Grid Format.  Click the Map Datum tab and select “NAD 27 CONUS” as the 
System Defined Datum.  Click the OK button.  
Connect the download cable to your computer and Garmin GPS unit.  
Make sure the GPS is on.  
Select the fifth button on the button bar with a graphic that looks like a GPS unit with an arrow 

pointing up.  
If you hold the cursor over the button “Open from Device” will be disp layed.   
An Open from Device menu will be displayed.   

 
 
 
Select the Serial Port tab, check Waypoints and click the OPEN button.  The Waypoints stored in 
the GPS unit will be transferred to your computer.  
Select the Waypoints Tab on the left side of the MapSource display.  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Select a Waypoint. 
 
Select the View Menu and select “Zoom to Selected Waypoint”.  
 

 
 
The map display will zoom in to the selected Waypoint and display additional roads or topo data.  
You can zoom in closer or zoom out to see the detail or regional information you desire by using 
many methods.  You can use the “Zoom In” or “Zoom Out” buttons on the button bar or the 
“Select a Zoom Scale” pull down list also located on the button bar.  
 

 
 
 
 
To print the map and waypoint, select the F ile Menu and select Print. 
 
To create waypoints on the map displayed in MapSource, so that you can later upload the data to 

the GPS Unit, select the Waypoint Tool on the tool bar.  
 
Click on the map exactly where you would like to create a waypoint.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A waypoint properties menu is displayed.  
 

 
 
Click OK to save the new waypoint.  Add additional waypoints as needed.  
 
To upload waypoint to the Garmin 12 Map, select the sixth button on the button bar with a 

graphic that looks like a GPS unit with an a rrow pointing down.  If you hold the cursor over 
the button “Save to Device” will be displayed.  
A Save to Device menu will be displayed.   

 
Select the Serial Port tab, check Waypoints and click the Save button.  The Waypoints stored on 
the computer will be transferred to your GPS unit. 


